p RIGHTS OF MAN. 

by order of-the Affembly, three fucceffive deputations to the King, 
on the day, and up to the evening on which the Baftille was taken, 
to inform and confer with him on the ftate of affairs: but the 
miniftry. who knew not fo much as that it was attacked, pre- 
duded all communication, and were folacing themfelves how dex- 
troufly they had fucceeded ; but in a few hours the accounts ar- 
rived fo thick and fall, that they had to ftart from their defks 
and run. Some fet off in one difguife, and fome in another, 
and none in their own charade r. Their anxiety now was to out- 
ride the news left they Ihould be ftopt, which, though it flew fall, 
flew not fo faft as themfelves. ■ 

It is worth remarking, that the National Affembly neither pur- 
fued thofe fugitive confpirators, nor took any notice of them, nor 
fouaht to retaliate in any fhape whatever. Occupied with eita- 
blifhino- a conftitution founded on the Rights of Man and the 
Authority of the People, the only authority on which Government 
has a ridit to exift in any country, the National Affembly felt 
none of thofe mean paflions which mark the character of imper- 
tinent governments, founding themfelves on their own authority, 
er on the abfurdity of hereditary fucceffion. It is the faculty of 
the human mind to become what it contemplates, and to act in 

unifon with its objed. ' rt.cn. i c 

The confpitacy being thus difperfed, one of the nrft works of 
the National Affembly, inftead of vindidive proclamations, as has 
been the cafe with other governments, publifhed a Declaration of 
the Rigets of Man, as the bafis on which the new conftitution was 
to be built, and which is here fubjoined : 
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53 


* 


i 


B £ C t A- 


DECLARATION 

O F T H E 

RIGHTS OF MAN and of citizens, 

By the National Affembly of trance, 

■it THE Representatives of the people of France, formed into 
a National Assembly, cohfidermg that ignorance, neglect, 

„ contempt of human rights, are the fofe caufes of public mis- 
fortunes and corruptions of Government, have refblved to fet forth, 
fa folemn declaration, theje natural, imptefdiptible, taA un.- 
alienable rights: that this declaration being conftantly pfvfent^to 
the minds of the members of the body foetal, they may be eyer 
Spt attentive to their rights and their duties : that the ads of the 
leeiflative and executive powers of Government, being cabbie o. 
kino- every moment compared with the. end of political imtitu- 

tionf, may be more refpeded: and alio, that the .uture claims o 
tile citizens, being di reded by Ample and incomeR.ble principles, 
may always tend to the maintenance of the Conftitution, and the 

General happinefs. >■ . . , - , 

* «< For thefe reafons, the National Assembly doth recog- 
nize and declare, in the prefence- of the Supreme. Being, and with 
the hope of his blefiing and favour, the follow mg/W rights or 

men and of citizens : . . - 

< I. 'Men are born, and always continue, free, and equal injrjyett 
i 0 f their rights. Civil dijitnCiions , therefore , can he founded only 

ILTheeifd of nil political affociatiom, is, thf frefe^Jathiibfifie 
■f natural and imprefiriptiffe rights of man ; and thefe tijgf fs .are 
i liberty 9 property. Security A arid refinance ff ofpre^ion. . ... • 

‘ III. The. nation, is ffentiaUy .the jounce oj aUfjerngntyifor 

* can any individual, or a y body, of Mp. K oej?Hitle<pJq 

* any authority which is not exprej !y dcnrjuifmn tL. . » 

« IV. Political Liberty ‘conih.s In the power of dom^ whatever 
f .does not .injure another. i he eyerqfe of the. natural floats: or 
* ? every man, has no other* limits than .thofe which ^are neceLary to 
6 fecuretp every, other pian the free .exercife of the fame, rights; 

* and thefe limits are determinable only by the- law. - 

< V. The law ought to prohibit only adions hurtful to. fociety. 
s What is riot prohibited by the law, fhould not be h. ndered ; nor 
‘ fhould any one be compelled to that which the law does not 

* require. . 

‘ VI. The law is an exprefiion of the will of the community. 
‘ All citizens have a right to concur, either per tonally, pr by their 
c reprefeiuatives, in its formation. It fhould be the fame to all, 

* whether it prote&s or punifhes; and all being equa' nits fight , 
{ are equally eligible to all honours , places , and employ me nts , according 




